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Introduction
The Sunnah of the Prophet @ – his noble ˛adıth, his sayings, doings, and
affirmations – enjoyed the good fortune from the very beginning of complete
meticulous care and being acted upon by the noble Companions and the
outstanding Followers, so that it was completely safeguarded and transmitted
in minute detail in realisation of the saying of Allah, exalted is He:

It is We Who have sent down the Reminder

and We Who will preserve it.

(Sürat al-˘ijr: 9)

A part of the preservation of the Reminder and the Noble Book is its preser-
vation – the Sunnah’s – because it explains it [the Book] and makes its
judgements and its aims specific. He said i:

And We have sent down the Reminder to you

so that you can make clear to mankind

what has been sent down to them

(Sürat an-Nahl: 44)

The situation of Madınah in the Sunnah

Every city which Islam opened up and in which the Muslims became settled
had its portion of knowledge which differed from each other sometimes a
little but sometimes a great deal according to the number of the Companions
who came to it and resided there. The portion of Abode of the Prophetic
Emigration – Madınah al-Munawwarah – was the fullest portion because of
the abundance of Companions there, since it, and Makkah al-Mukarramah
after its opening to Islam, were the first Dr al-Islm and the place for which
the Muslims’ hearts longed.

The Sunnah lived in it, there it overflowed and spread in all the lands of
Islam and it was inherited by people, generation from generation, tribe from
tribe. The number of fuqah√ and ˛adıth scholars multiplied extensively, for
it has been transmitted that Mlik said, “I showed this book of mine to
seventy of the fuqah√ of Madınah.” When Mlik was growing up  the
Sunnah had taken the path towards being recorded and registered.

Madınah’s precedence in the recording of the Sunnah

The Sunnah was recorded in Madınah al-Munawwarah before all of the
other great capital cities. Imm Mu˛ammad ibn Shihb az-Zuhrı (died 124
AH) the Madınan and shaykh of Mlik composed in it, Müs ibn fiUqbah
(died 114 AH) the Madınan and another shaykh of Mlik, Mu˛ammad ibn
Is˛q al-Mu††alibı (died 151 AH) the Madınan, and Ibn Abı Dhi√b Mu˛ammad
ibn fiAbd ar-Ra˛mn (died 198 AH) the Madınan.

During the lives of these men and after them other imms of the ˛adıth and
the Sunnah composed works in Makkah al-Mukarramah, Küfa, Baßra, and
Khursn, but the first place in recording the Sunnah belongs to the notable
people of knowledge of Madınah al-Munawwarah
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Imm Mlik’s composition of the Muwa††a√



Imm Mlik’s composition of the Muwa††a√ comes among the number of
books which record the Sunnah in Madınah and elsewhere (the Ten Books)
in terms of recording and is the first in terms of compiling it according to fiqh
categories.

The people of knowledge mention that Imm Mlik’s composition of the
Muwa††a√ was only because of the suggestion of the Abbasid khalıfah Abü
Jafifar al-Manßür made during one of his ˘ajj journeys. Al-Manßür invited
him to visit him and Abü Jafifar honoured him and made him sit beside him
asking him many questions. His manner, knowledge, intellect, the penetration
of his thinking and the soundness of his answers pleased him and he recognised
his station in knowledge, in the dın and as an imm of the Muslims.

The noted scholar and historian Q∂ı Imm Ibn Khaldün said in his Muqad-
dimah:

Abü Jafifar had a rank in knowledge and in the dın before the khilfah and
after it. It was he who said to Mlik while indicating to him to compose the
Muwa††a√, “Abü fiAbdullh, no one remains on the face of the earth more
knowledgeable than me or you, but the khilfah has occupied me. You
must compose a book for people by which they will benefit. In it you
should avoid the concessions (rukhßah) that Ibn fiAbbs grants, the severities
of Ibn fiUmar, and the unusual and singular positions (shdhdh) that Ibn
Masfiüd takes. Arrange it and make it accessible (wa††i√)1 for people.” Mlik
said, “By Allah! He taught me composition on that day.”

Imm Mlik composed the Muwa††a√ according to the method which Abü
Jafifar al-Manßür had indicated. He compiled the choicest of the ˛adıth and
the traditions narrated among the People of Madınah, and he gathered the
practice (fiamal) which was transmitted by large numbers of one generation
to large numbers of the next generation (tawtur), avoiding the concessions
granted by Ibn fiAbbs, the severities of Ibn fiUmar and the singular and
unusual positions adopted by Ibn Masfiüd, confining himself in narrating
only from the shaykhs of the People of Madınah except for six people: Abü’z-
Zubayr from Makkah, Ibrhım ibn Abı fiAblah from Shm, fiAbd al-Karım
ibn Mlik from al-Jazırah (north-west fiIrq), fiA†√ ibn fiAbdullh from
Khursn, ˘umayd a†-‡awıl and Ayyüb as-Sakhtiynı from Baßra. He com-
pleted the work in the khilfah of al-Mahdı.

Thus was completed the composition of this book the Muwa††a√ in which
Imm Mlik collected the ˛adıth of the Messenger of Allah @ and the verdicts
of the Companions and the Followers, and the view which he considered the
consensus of the People of Madınah which he did not leave. So he collected
together the ˛adıth in the widest sense and whatever is connected to them
of the traditions of the first generation because they are the major reference
for practical rulings.

The number of ˛adıth and traditions narrated in the Muwa††a√

Al-Abhurı Abü Bakr said, “The sum total of what is in the Muwa††a√ of
traditions from the Prophet @, and from the Companions and the Followers
is one thousand, seven hundred and twenty ˛adıth, of which those with a
chain of transmission are six hundred, the mursal ˛adıth [ascribed directly to
the Prophet @ without mentioning the Companion or Companions from
whom it was heard] two hundred and twenty-two, and the mawqüf [state-
ments made without ascribing them to the Prophet @] six hundred and
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1 His command wa††i√ comprises the senses of facilitating, making something easy,
accessible and smoothing a path, and it is from this that one meaning of the name Muwa††a√
derives: The Smoothed and Levelled Path Made Easy for People.

thirteen. Of the verdicts of the Followers there are two hundred and eighty-



five.”

The particular merits of the Muwa††a√

The Muwa††a√ has very many particular merits by which it is distinguished
from the other books of ˛adıth which I shall mention here briefly:

First, that it is the composion of an imm who was a faqıh and a scholar of
˛adıth, a major mujtahid (person who could exert his intellect to arrive at a
judgement) whose judgement is followed, about whose immate in fiqh and
in ˛adıth the imms of his own age and subsequent ages testifed without
there being any dispute.

Second, the Imm of the Imms, faqıh, ˛adıth scholar and mujtahid Imm
ash-Shfifiı bore witness to the Muwa††a√, and he is sufficient for you. He
said:

There is not on the surface of the earth a book which is more ßa˛ı˛ after
the Book of Allah than the book of Mlik

Third, that it is one of the compositions from the middle of the second
century of the hijrah, so that it precedes everything and is preceded by
nothing else since it is the first book in its category, and whatever precedes
has superiority. He was the Imm who laid the path for composition of
works on ˛adıth according to the categories of fiqh and all the trustworthy
ones after him modelled themselves on him such as fiAbdullh ibn al-Mubrak,
al-Bukhrı, Muslim, Safiıd ibn Manßür, Abü Dwüd, at-Tirmidhı, an-Nas√ı,
Ibn Mjah and others

A brief biographical notice on Imm Mlik the author of the Muwa††a√

He was Mlik ibn Anas ibn Mlik al-Aßba˛ı al-˘imyarı the Madınan, Abü
fiAbdullh, the Imm of the Abode of the Hijrah, one of the four Imms. He
was born and died in Madınah. He was firm in his dın, remote from the
rulers and kings. He was denounced to Jafifar the uncle of al-Manßür al-fiAbbsı
who had him flogged which dislocated his shoulder. Ar-Rashıd sent for him
to come to him and narrate ˛adıth to him and he said, “Amır al-Mu√minın,
knowledge is come to, it does not come. It is visited, it does not visit.” So
ar-Rashıd went to his house and leaned against the wall.2 Mlik said, “Amır
al-Mu√minın, a part of honouring the Messenger of Allah @ is honouring
knowledge,” and so he went and sat before him.

His prestige covered the horizons, so that the people of the cities and the
provinces narrated ˛adıth in his name, and his fatws were widely published
and called to mind in Egypt, Shm and all the lands of the west. In Andalus
he was the Imm along with whom no other imm was mentioned. He had
authority in Madınah which reached to the degree of the authorities who
governed it.

Allah chose Mlik with a quality which clung to him, i.e.  awe. The rulers
were in awe of him, and they would feel humbled in his presence. The awe
they had of him reached a limit such as kings and amirs did not attain, so he
was held in awe even though he had no authority.

Mlik lived highly esteemed in himself, and honoured by people until he
died in 179 AH.
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2 In some accounts, ar-Rashıd sat down on a small raised seat on which Imm Mlik
ordinarly sat in order to teach.
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