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TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION

All praise is for Allah, the Exalted, alone and may His choicest blessings be
upon our Master and Leader, Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets.

The publication in your hands is a translation of our late teacher,
Hadrat Shaykh Yaisuf Motala’s s treatise Mushke Hijazi. It is key to
note the following:

»  Hadith within this publication have been translated directly
from their Arabic source and not the Urdu translation. However,

Hadrat Shaykh Yasuf Motala’s & supplementary comments have
been highlighted.

»  Text contained within square brackets are my own to
further elucidate a matter. Likewise, I have included a translator’s
note in the footnotes wherever 1 felt further information was
required.

*  Mufti Taqi Uthmant’s (may Allah preserve him) translation,
The Noble Qur’an, has been used for all Qur’anic verses.

I pray to Allah & that He accepts this work and make it a means
of infinite reward for our kind-hearted Shaykh, Hadrat Shaykh
Yasuf Motala . May Allah & bless Hadrat Shaykh s, his family
and raise their ranks in this world and the Hereafter.

ABDUL SUBHAN IBN AMANULLA DALVI
Lecturer of Hadith

Azhar Academy, London

15.12.20
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My elder brother, Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahim sahib s, wrote
Hadrat Shaykh Zakariyya’s us . <0l , s discourses of Sahih Bukhari
for three years consecutively whilst he remained in his service.
Those who are organising Siraj ul-Qari are doing so of their own
accord - may Allah & accept their determination and endeavour.
May He make this religious offering a means of salvation for them
in the Hereafter. Amin.

These honourable folk instructed that I write a few lines [as a
preface] for Siraj ul-Qari. I believe that nearly half a dozen of Hadrat
Shaykh’s s discourses of Sahih Bukhari have been published
or are close to publication. First and foremost, from among the
‘forerunners’, Hadrat Aqdas Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Shahid
Saharanpuri (may Allah & lengthen his excellence) had published
Hadrat Shaykh’s s discourse [of Sahih Bukhari] by the aid of notes
that belonged to numerous people; this was during the blessed life
of Hadrat Shaykh . May Allah &, grant him a magnificent reward.
Thereafter, a tradition started and many discourses are coming
forth. May Allah & extend Hadrat Shaykh’s «.5 . <0l , 5 abundant
knowledge through these individuals.

I thought [to myself], ‘What could possibly be missing from these
discourses so that I may try and direct my focus towards it or
indicate to it. Consequentially, I had noted [his] discourse of Sahih
Bukhari inadequately, despite the fact that Hadrat Shaykh s sent a
letter to Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Salim sahib, the Principal of
Madrasa Sawltiyya stating:

“One of my dear ones, has saddened the people of his Madrasa by
coming to me - this year, I did not intend to teach Sahih Bukhari due
to edema but I am doing so only for him”.
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The empty-handed ones by destiny will not gain anything from a
perfect guide,
Just as Khadir brings Alexander back thirsty from the elixir of life.

There wasn’t any deficiency in anything that came from Hadrat
Shaykh o5 » 4l , 5. Often, he would say it verbally and he would
write it in his letters that “You must know that there is no difference
between you and Talha in my eyes. However, despite this, nobody
could fulfil the wishes of Hadrat Shaykh s during his lifetime.
Nor was anybody able to do any such work after his passing that
would result in comfortably being able to face Hadrat Shaykh s in
the Hereafter. May Allah & give [me] the ability to offer a sincere
repentance for my previous life.

After much thought, my eyes turned to the margins of the notes.
It came to my mind that I should choose from these historical
and reformative statements and combine them with forty hadith.
This is because some of Hadrat Shaykh’s «.s . il , 5 statements
may not have been published in [previous] discourses. Perhaps
this had been the cause as the commentary of the hadiths would
be restricted to academic discussions. The compilers may have
documented it and discarded what I have collated below thinking
it to be supplementary or topical admonitions.

However, in my undeserving opinion, the crux of the matter is
that which the compilers had not written at the time of diction.
I had emulated my elder brother, Hadrat Maulana‘Abd ar-Rahim
sahib s, by writing it down in the margins, and not in the main
body [of the notes]. During academic discussions, an effort is made
to jot down [the teacher’s] words verbatim. However, reformative,
spiritual and historical discussions would be written in the margins
and at times, with brevity. It was truly the life and soul of the actual

lesson.
15
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‘Abd-Allah b. Abi Awfa & said, “I was with the Messenger of
Allah €& on a journey; he fasted until it became dusk. Thereafter,
he said to a man (Bilal ), ‘Dismount and prepare sawig” for me.
He replied, ‘Will you wait till nightfall?” He 4 said, ‘Dismount and

prepare sawiq for me. When you see the night falling from this side,
the fasting person [should] break his fast. 7

COMMENTARY

Maulana Ashfaq ar-Rahman Kandehlawi s would leave dates
at the time of iftar and would not consume anything until he had
eaten tobacco filled paan. After eating paan, he would eat other
things. In fact, I would quarrel a lot with him over this.

HADITH FIFTEEN
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23 A porridge-like meal. [Trans. note]
24 Sahih Bukhari #1958, other narrations highlight that he beckoned with his
finger towards the east. [Trans. note]
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‘Aisha @, the Mother of the Believers, said, “The first thing
that began from Revelation to the Messenger of Allah 42 was in
the form of good dreams. He would not see a dream except that it
would come true like the clear daylight. Thereafter, seclusion was
made dear to him. He would seclude himself in Cave Hira’> wherein
he would worship for a number of nights before desiring [to return
to] his family and he would take provisions for this endeavour.
Thereafter, he would return to Khadija & and would prepare
similar provisions. [This remained the case] until the Truth came
to him whilst he was in Cave Hira>. An angel came to him and said,
‘Read!’ I [i.e. the Messenger of Allah 2] replied, ‘I am not one who

can read. The angel seized me and squeezed me until I could not
withstand anymore. He then let go of me and said, ‘Read!” I replied,
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‘I am not one who can read. The angel seized me and squeezed me
a second time until I could not withstand anymore. He then let go
of me and said, ‘Read!’” I replied, ‘T am not one who can read. The
angel seized me and squeezed me a third time. He then let go of
me and said, ‘Read!’ I replied, ‘T am not one who can recite. The
Angel then said, ‘Recite with the name of your Lord who created
(everything); created man from a clot of blood. Read, and your
Lord is the Most Gracious. (Qur'an 96:1-3) The Messenger of Allah £
returned with the Revelation, his heart palpitating. He entered
upon Khadija bt. Khuwaylid @ and said, ‘Cover me! Cover me!’
Thus, they covered him until his fear was dispelled. He spoke to
Khadija and informed her of the news [i.e. what had happened].
He said, ‘I fear for myself!” She replied, ‘Never! Allah will never
disgrace you! Indeed, you maintain ties with kin, you bear the
problems of the weak and destitute, you honour the guests, and
generously assist people afflicted with calamity’ Khadija left with
him until they reached Waraqa b. Nawfal b. Asad b. ‘Abd al-“Uzza;
he was Khadija’s cousin who had been a Christian during the Days
of Ignorance. He would write from the Gospel in Hebrew as much
as Allah wanted him to write. He was an old man who had become
blind. He said, ‘This [Angel] is the Secret Keeper (i.e. Jibril &)- the
one whom Allah sent to Miisa! If only I was a young man during
the time of your Prophethood. If only I am alive when your people
exile you. The Messenger of Allah # said, ‘Will they exile me?’ He
replied, ‘Yes. No man has ever brought that which you have come
with except that he has been treated with hostility. And if I am
alive on that day of yours, I will support you greatly. Thereafter,
Waraqa died a few days after and Revelation ceased.”

COMMENTARY

If someone were to question as to why the Noble Prophet & spent
time prior to Prophethood in seclusion and later (post-Prophethood)
busied himself in Jihad, the response would be: It is mentioned in
a narration within the second volume of Abii Dawiid that ‘A’isha «
25 Sahih Bukhari #3

64



narrated, “The Messenger of Allah 42 would instruct me and I would
place his provisions upon a camel. Thereafter, he would remain in
the wilderness for some time. The Messenger of Allah ¢ secluded
himself in the Cave of Hira> for six months.” This is the evidence of
the Sufis [i.e. in support of seclusion]. Those who are ignorant and
bad mannered are dismissive of the enlightened idea of spiritual
rectification. This is ignorance and a lack of knowledge.

HADITH SIXTEEN
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Abi Hurayra i narrated that the Messenger of Allah 2 said, “By
He in whose Hand my soul lies. None of you truly believer until I
am more beloved to him than his parents and children.”?

COMMENTARY

It is a shame that we have not recognised the Messenger of Allah <.
Nor have we recognised his teachings and whatever we have learnt,
we do not act upon.

by JF T
0 my love that I invested into,
(A e
O the physician to all my illnesses.
s g et U1z e S ol et o et

Love is like alcohol; its goblet is the heart. Love is the light; its butterfly
is the heart.”

;/J/lj/j/,&(&,f )/DTJ}’/M/.&;;

26 Sahth Bukhari #14
27 The meaning here is that the heart floats around love like the way a butter-
fly flutters around light. [Trans. note]
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