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The noble Sahaba fulfilled the agenda of the Qur’an with a level of
submission and obedience that was unprecedented in history and
inimitable by future generations. Their valour, obedience to their
Messenger %, patience and commitment won them Divine
Assistance and widespread conquest in a very brief time span and
with very scarce numbers and means. They did not merely become
rulers of conquered lands; they won the hearts of people and
introduced them to their Creator. They subdued Romans, Persians,
Turks, Berbers, and Abyssinians, all races, white and black alike.
They raised the command of the Almighty, spread the religion of
truth, and established Islamic rule in the world. May radiya’Llahu
‘anhum and may He please them.

Think about it: they changed the map of the world in just thirty
years and turned a new page in history. May Allah raise us with
them; He is the Most Kind, the Generous, the Gracious.

The Prophet’s % Duty is to Convey

Allah addresses those who turn away from the instructions of the
Prophet # in these words:
-

Lir:e.:lf:Jzud;ui\;\’j'm\fj,zjs\\,uﬁz_ﬁ\wu,
Qw\tww\dﬁ,!\gcu, \, 5 syakad 0l r*“‘

Say, “Obey Allah and obey the messenger. But if you turn away, then
wpon him (the messenger) lies (the responsibility of) what he is tasked
with, and wpon you lies (the responsibility of) what you are tasked
with. And if you obey him, you will attain guidance. The duty of the
Messenger is no more than to convey the message clearly.”

Ibn Kathir explains that obeying Allah and His Messenger in this
verse means to abide by the Qur’an and Sunnah. The Messenger %
is not responsible for those who defy this. His duty is to convey the
message of Allah and discharge the trust. People are accountable
for their own duty to honour and implement the message he has
conveyed, and true guidance lies only in the obedience of the
Messenger £.

1Q 24:54
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DI1VINE BOUNTIES UPON OBEDIENCE

In the next verse, Allah Most High promises to grant custody of the
world to the obedient followers of the Messenger #:

I (Y EHEC M R ERW TRV R LR EA R RS TR S

M@)\sﬂ\wagu@,wwwmwuw\w
L1z uEﬂ; &N < PP P P P
S ey AR g 58 Y (5,305 ) Lgihs ans o2 81505
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Allah has promised those of you who believe and do good deeds that He

will certainly make them (His) vicegerents in the land [by virtue of

their obedience], as He made those [guided ones] before them, and He
will surely give a firm place to their religion [of Islam] which He has
chosen for them and will certainly replace their fear with peace. [This
is on the condition that] they worship Me, ascribing no partner to Me.

And those who are ungrateful afler [the manifestation of] that

[promise] are the transgressors.”

Ibn Kathir has written in detail about how this Divine promise was
realised:

This is a promise from Allah to His Messenger (upon him blessings and
peace) that He will appoint his followers (ummah) as custodians of the
earth, leaders, and rulers of humankind. Nations shall prosper through
them, and people will submit to them. The previous threat posed by
other nations will be replaced by security and order. Allah Almighty
indeed fulfilled His promise —all favors and praise are His alone.

Divine Promise Fulfilled

During the Prophet’s # worldly life, Makkah, Khaybar, the entire
Arabian Peninsula and Yemen were conquered. He (upon him peace)
collected tax (jizya) from the Zoroastrians of Hajar as well as parts of
Syro-Palestine (Sham). The Byzantine ruler Heracles, Eqyptian ruler
Mugqawqis, kings of Oman and the Abyssinian Negus who claimed the
throne after Ashama all sent gifts in tribute to the Prophet #

After Allah recalled His Beloved %, his khalifa Abu Bakr (radiya’Llahu
‘anhu) managed the Muslims’ affairs. He put order to the disarray that
occurred at the Prophet’s (upon him peace) departure from this world,
and fortified and developed the Arabian Peninsula. He deployed some

1'Q 24:55. The explanatory inserts in paretheses reflect those added by the author.
May Allah bestow his mercy on him.
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Muslim armies to Persia with Khalid b. al-Walid (radiya’Llahw “anhu).
These conquered a portion of those lands and defeated many
opponents. He dispatched another army under Abt ‘Ubayda b. al-
Jarrah (radiya’Llahw ‘anhw) and other commanders to Syro-Palestine,
and a third army to Egypt under ‘Amr b. al-‘As (radiya’Llahu ‘anhu).
Allah granted victory to the group sent to Syro-Palestine, and they
conquered Busra, Damascus, and the regions surrounding Hawran
during his life. Abu Bakr (radiya ™ Llahu ‘anhu) then passed away, and
Allah preferred the honor of the Hereafter for him. He % bestowed a
great favour upon this ummah by inspiring al-Siddiq to chose Umar al-
Fariig as the khalifa. “Umar (radiya’Lldhu ‘anhu) duly upheld the
responsibilities of leadership as his successor. In fact, after the Prophets,
the cosmos has not orbited over anyone with such a powerful personality
and complete sense of justice. During his reign, the remainder of Sham
and Egypt, as well as most of the Persian lands were conquered. ‘Umar
broke Kisra and thoroughly humbled him, forcing him to retreat to a
distant corner of his former kingdom. He checked Ceasar and made
him relinquish rule of the lands of Sham and recede to Constantinople.
‘Umar (radiya’Llahu “‘anhu) spent the wealth confiscated from these two
rulers in the path of Allah, as per the prophecy and promise of the
Prophet £.

During the rule of ‘Uthman (radiya’Lldhw ‘anhw), Muslim territories
expanded to the Far East and distant West. In the West, they conquered
the regions of Spain, Cypress, Kairouan, and Ceuta along the
Mediterranean Ocean. In the East, they reached the furthest areas of
China. Kisra (Yezdegird III - the Sassanid ruler) was finished, and
Madain in Iraq, along with Khorasan and Ahvaz were conquered. The
Muslims defeated a great number of the resisting Turkic forces, and
Allah made their supreme ruler Khagan fail. Taxes were brought from
one end of the world to the other to Amir al-Mu’minin ‘Uthman b.
‘Affan (Alah be pleased with him) ... Thereafter began the era of “Ali b.
Abi Talib (radiya’Llahu ‘anhu).!

The Magnitude of the Islamic Sultanate

Even while governments continued to change after this, Allah
granted the Muslims unparalleled victories and conquests. Shaykh
Abul Hasan ‘Ali al-Nadwi (Ralimahw’Llah) explained in one of his
lectures:

Slaves of Allah strove for a few days on the plains of Badr and Uhud.
What was the result? The result was that born among their descendants
was a man who known as Hartin al-Rashid. He is a very famous caliph,
let me tell you about his sultanate. Once, he was sitting in Baghdad when

!'Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Q 24:55
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TO OBEY THE MESSENGER £ IS TO OBEY ALLAH

Allah Most High says in the Qur’an
® Lus Lgle Al W dg o A.ﬂ\t\.‘:\:\ﬁd)a)\ Al e

Whoever obeys the Messenger has, wn fact, obeyed Allah, and whoever
turns away, then We did not send you to stand guard over them.”

Allah says that anyone who obeys my prophet obeys me and the
same rule applies for disobedience. This is because the Prophet %
does not issue commandments on his own accord; his statements
and actions conform to Divine Revelation. This theme is covered
at various places in the Qur’an.

O o5 885 Y158 @ el o2 8 5
He does not speak from [his own] desire;
1t is but revelation revealed [to him].?

Ibn Kathir comments:
oo e o e 585 JUay oo 550 18 385 36 L oy ke B o Jpu U361 4a
Bd e 8555 sy ) e cont ) aad e 360 (i Q6D R o e i b B
wsleg & Sile 5ok ity Jaalls olai oo B0 e ey skl by sl ol W
sk oF ki 5 Ly Al JB by ey Jlasely ity 5l 3 (m;dv @“J‘ ety ain Loy e
by Sl o ) il o 50 G ol B of g 225 ) 320 ) 2 e 5 V5 Ok G g
olai Y5 3565 2 o
This verse is testament to the fact that the Prophet # s dutiful,
upright, adherent to the truth, and does not deviate. Allah absolves
His Prophet from knowing something, then hiding it or acting
contrarily to it. Rather, he # and the tremendous set of laws he was
sent with are at the height of uprightness, moderation, and precision.
There is a narration in Musnad Ahmad that illustrates how the Prophet
& only spoke in accordance with what was revealed to him.

By i 00 el ol e ) Jo B 0t p i el f
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Abt Umama (radiya’Liahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Messenger % said:
Many people, equal to two tribes, or one of two tribes, Rabi‘a and
Mudar, will enter Paradise through the intercession of a man who is not
a prophet. One man asked, “Is Rabi‘a not a branch of Mudar (yet you
counted them separately)?” The Prophet # replied, “I only say that
which I am made to say.”!

Another hadith of Musnad Ahmad demonstrates the same concept:
B Joo b sl e 4l 50 98 BT EE06 g8 o e 2
& 5 3 dTop ale 0 oo sty g le 0 Lo i 05l
wle 8 Jo du ol A3 BEB (OB 2 Kb oy Cadl
5N g g Good o edlh S 1 el
‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al-‘As (radiya’Llahu ‘anhu) says that I used to

transcribe everything I heard from the Noble Prophet # with the
intention of memorizing it. Some people of Quraysh discouraged me

fmro this, saying that the Messenger of Allah # i also a human and
speaks when he is displeased as well as when he is pleased. I held back
from writing for some time, then mentioned this to the Messenger .
He said, “Keep writing, for I swear by the One who controls my life, only
the truth emerges from me.?

The narration of Abu Hurayra in the Musnad of al-Bazzar states:
o & il 540 o s 5o 41 (S5 T 0

Whatever I tell you is from Allah has no doubt in it.®

Another narration states:
96 s ) I 95 06 & g ke s Jo dn Ust 38 Bk T 08
G 31 I G 06 ¢ 0l b sl b salsulal ek
AbT Hurayra (radiya’Liahu “anhu) narrates that the Prophet # said, “I
do not speak but the truth.” One of the Companions remarked, “You

also joke with us sometimes.” He ¥ replied, “[Even s0,] I only speak the
truth.*

' Ahmad 22215, 22250, 22297; Tirmidhi 2439

2 Ahmad 6510, 6802, 6930, 7018, 7020; Abtu Dawtd 3646
3 Bazzar15/340

4 Tirmidhi 1990; Ahmad 8481
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Allah has commanded to obey His Prophet ¥ at numerous
occasions, because because the obedience of the Messenger # is the

obedience of God. The Prophet # reaffirms this in the following
hadith:

gl 4 gl 3 108 41 gl ol ) Jio 0 0yt 3 Biih gl 2

pal a5 (g2l B gl Ul g ) ab IS lia 12
Abt Hurayra (radiya’Llahu “anlu) narrated from the Prophet 3#: He who
has obeyed me has in fact obeyed Allah, and he who has disobeyed me

has disobeyed Allah. Moreover, he who obeys my [appointed] amir has
obeyed me, and he who has disobeyed my amir has disobeyed me.!

Why would disobedience of the Messenger #¥ not equal the
disobedience of Allah, when Almighty Allah himself has said:

He does not speak from [his own] desive; it is but revelation revealed
[to him].?

HE # IS THE STANDARD OF DISTINCTION

(6 345 g e 0 o (01 ) IO et <l ol 8 5 e
by o1 (s By A6 Gl By sdian DBy 6 B adtan QU
&) 1dlads I3 (W B 4glans QU 6 4 14,26 ol 1s (Ko lal
T3l g Jasg s @ &% Jd il b (il A et Gl
W £ T sl e 18T S0 55 (el Ol 345 (et L
) e QB gads 4 i 110 bl e BT G5 9 B30
SN A6 b Sy Ll et A Oy adians J63 i
ol plof A g ke 0 Joo 1A p 0 0 Glug B W o A2
g e 1 oo Ay o e 8 ol e ) oo viad et 1
A G G
Jabir b. “‘Abdullah (radiya’Llahw ‘anhu) reported: Some angels came to
the Prophet # while he while he was asleep. One of them commented,
“He is asleep.” Another said, “The eye is sleeping, but the heart is

awake.” They said, "There is a metaphor for this companion of yours, so
explain it for him” One of them said, “He is asleep,” and another said,

! ABukhari 2957, 7173; Muslim 1835; Nasa’1 4193; Ibn Khuzayma 1597
2 (053:3-4
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The result is that such people are forever deprived of the blessings
of that Sunnah.

‘A’isha (radiya’Llah ‘anha) narrates from the Prophet 2:
B 45 26y Cortlo 389 3 106 g ol o (B e e
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He who honours an innovator in religion has assisted in demolishing
Islam.!

BID ‘4 1S LIKE SLANDER

The introduction of new concepts into religion is an accusation of
falsehood against Allah Himself #. After all, He has stated:

r&l ’,,;:,,,,‘,,;, r&j 1;\3:“
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Today I have completed your religion for you, perfected My Favour
upon you, and chosen Islam as a religion for you.”

Bringing novel ideas and practices into Islam contravenes this
verse. It is like saying that the religion was not actually complete,
or that the Prophet # did not fully convey some aspect of religion
to us —Allah forbid!

As Imam Malik (Rahimahw’Llah) explains:
“‘L;L;,;mjﬁ;gipjl&j@b&ﬁé@h@ai&é&bii@j
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Someone who invents a new rehglous concept not matching the way of
the pious predecessors has claimed that the Messenger of Allah # has
betrayed his duty of prophethood, because Allah has said Today, I have
completed your religion for you. Something that was not part of the religion
at that time cannot be a part of religion today.?

! Tabarani, al-Mu‘jam al-awsat 7/34. Al-“Iraqi said its chains of transmission were
weak (al-Mughni 2/111), as did al-Sakhawi in al-Magasid al-hasana p.42. Ibn
Taymiyya said this was a statement of Fudayl b. ‘Iyad (Majmiut al-fatawa 18/346).
2Q5:3

3 Shatibi, al-I tisam 1/65



PATHWAYS OTHER THAN SUNNAH ARE INVALID

Just as there is no true prophet after the Muhammad 2, there is no
room to adopt a way of life other than his. His practices are
unalterable and shall remain until the Last Day.

Jabir (radiya’Llahu ‘anhu) related that the Prophet # said:
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“I have brought this Deen to you, radiant and clear. Do not ask the
People of the Book about any [religious] matter; they may respond with
truth tat you reject, or falsehood that you accept. I swear by the One

who controls my life, if Musa (upon him peace) was alive, he would have
had no option but to follow me.”!

Ina previously mentioned hadith:
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Jabir (radiya’Llahw ‘anhu) narrates:

“Umar b. al-Khattab (radiya * Llahu ‘anhuw) brought a copy of the Torah
to the Prophet # and said, “O Prophet of Allah, this is a copy of the
Torah.” The Prophet # remained quiet. ‘Umar began to read it, and
the Prophet’s # noble face began to change colour. Abu Bakr (radiya’

Lldhw “anhw), who was present, said, “May mourning mothers mourn
over you! Do you not see the face of the Prophet? #” ‘Umar looked up
at the Prophet’s # face and said, “I seek refuge in Allah from His Anger
and the anger of His Prophet #. We are content with Allah as our Lord,
Islam as our religion and Muhammad # as our prophet. Then the
Prophet said, “I swear by the One who controls my life, if Mtsa appeared
today, and you followed him while leaving my ways, you would stray from

! Ahmad 15156; al-Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-iman 174
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the straight path. If he were alive and reached my term of prophethood,
he would follow me.!

When “Isa (upon him peace) will descend from the heavens (closer
to the Day of Judgement), he will follow the shari‘a and ways of
Muhammad #.

BLESSINGS OF THE SUNNAH

Earlier prophetic laws were abrogated with the prophethood of
Muhammad #, leaving no other suitable way of practice. His ways
are uniquely blessed. People of former nations would need to exert
themselves for centuries to reach where a follower of Muhammad
% can reach with just a few years of effort.

Furthermore, the hadith states:
A few deeds according to Sunnah are better than a many deeds of bid a,
and every bid ‘a is a misguidance.?

Ibn Mas“ud (radiya’Llahu ‘anhw) says:

! Darimi, Sunan 469; Ahmad 15156 from Jabir (Allah be pleased with him). Ahmad
has also reported it 15864, 18335 from ‘Abdullah b. Thabit, in which ‘Abdullah
reminded ‘Umar about the Prophet’s (upon him peace) face changing colours. Al-
Haythami reported it in Majma“ al-zawa’id [810] from Abt’l Darda’, citing al-Mu ‘jam
al-kabir of al-Tabarani, and verifying all its narrators save one, for whom he did find
details. However, Ibn Hajar said in al-Matalib al-‘aliya 12/612 that Ibn Ab1 Hatim
mentioned that narrator in al-Jarh and did not criticize him (See also Jami al-
masanid wa’l sunan of Ibn Kathir [12012]. One narration of ‘Abd al-Razzaq (10163,
20062) places a ‘man from the Ansar’ as the one reprimanding ‘Umar, the narration
of al-Tabarani specifying him as ‘Abdullah b. Zayd.

2 Ibn Batta reported it with these words as a mursal narration from Hasan al-Basri
(al-1bana al-kubra 244). Ma“mar b. Rashid also reported it like this, with the words,
“One who follows my sunnahis from me, and one who turns away from my sunnah
is not from me (Jami‘ Ma‘mar b. Rashid 20568). Abti Nu‘aym reported it from Anas
b. Malik, from the Prophet ¥, with the additional words “Allah accepts the act of
one who practices according to sunnahand rejects the innovation of one who
invents his own way.” He then mentions that the hadith has reported from Hasan,
Ibn Sirin and numerous others (Hilya 3/76). Hazrat has cited al-Quda‘“i, Musnad al-
Shihab 2/239 [1270], Marwazi, al-Sunnah 88. Both give the first part of the
narration.
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B s o i L Sady)
Worshipping moderately according to Sunnah is better than exerting
oneself in acts of bid ‘a.!

Adopting practices dictated by personal desire or Shaytan leads to
deprivation of prophetic intercession.
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Abtu Umama (radiya’Llahu ‘anhu) reports that the Prophet # said:

My intercession will not include two types of people: an oppressive ruler
and a zealot who departs from the mainstream.?

Extremism and introduction of novel concepts in the religion are
both abominable. Such innovations are a trap and master plot of
Shaytan.
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Ibn “‘Abbas (radiya’Llahw ‘anhu) says, “By Allah, I do not know if there is
anyone on the face of the earth whom Shaytan would like to see
destroyed more than me.” People asked, “How is that?” He replied,
“By Allah, Shaytan introduces a new religious idea in the distant East or
West, and someone brings news of it to me. Then, I uproot it using the

Sunnah, so that innovated practice is thrown back in his face, just as he
started it.?

Ibn Abbas (mdiya’lehu ‘anhu) also says:
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Just looking at a man from the People of Sunna who invites towards
Sunnah and discourages bid ‘a is an act of worship.!

Another statement of his in this regard is:

! Tabarani, al-Mu ‘jam al-kabir 10488; Marwazi, al-Sunnah 89 [Shaykh]

2 Tabarani, al-Mu ‘jam al-kabir 8079 [Shaykh]

3 al-Lalika’i, Sharh usil al-i‘tigad 1/61; Ibn al-Jawzi, Talbis Iblis p.5

* This mawqiif narration from Ibn Abbas is in the Tafsir of al-Qurtubi 7/141 (Q
6:153) and Sharh Usil al-i‘tigad, 1/29. [Shaykh]



